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FROM: James Warren J. Warren
Chief Administrative Officer

RE: BC Landscape Water Calculator

Purpose

To seek support for implementing the BC Landscape Water Calculator tool to
facilitate water efficient landscaping and help to further reduce per capita water
consumption in the Comox Valley.

Recommendation from the Chief Administrative Officer:

THAT staff work with the City of Courtenay, the Town of Comox, the Village of
Cumberland and the Partnership for Water Sustainability to adapt the BC
Landscape Water Calculator for implementation in the Comox Valley region.

Executive Summary

The BC Landscape Water Calculator tool is an online, region-specific landscape
planting/planning tool that helps property owners choose suitable water efficient
plants and calculate the water requirements for their landscaped areas. The tool,
developed by the Partnership for Water Sustainability (the Partnership) in BC, has
been successfully implemented in the Capital Regional District and in
Abbotsford/Mission, and the Regional District of Nanaimo and Cowichan Valley are
also working to have the tool implemented in their regions. Feedback on this tool
as a method to encourage and support water efficient landscape design has been
positive.

The Comox Valley Regional District, City of Courtenay and Town of Comox water
department staff were recently given a presentation from the Partnership on the
BC Landscape Water Calculator tool. The tool considers property size, planting
area, sun exposure and soil type, and provides suitable plant recommendations
from a database containing plant names, types, light requirements, soil depth and
photographs. Use of the tool allows property owners to better understand the
water needs of their landscaping, or to modify or plan landscaping to improve
water efficiency.
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According to the Partnership, the tool costs over $100,000 to develop. Itis a
spinoff from the Agricultural Water Demand Model, in which the province invested
$6 million. The cost to adapt it to the Comox Valley region would be approximately
$10,000-12,000. The Partnership informed us that they would ask for only $5000
(total) from the Comox Valley municipalities to have the tool adapted for the
Comox Valley region, and that they would cover the rest of the costs.

Should the committee support staff's recommendation, the Comox Valley Regional
District will take the lead on this project under the Comox Valley Water System,
which includes Courtenay and Comox, and the Village of Cumberland has agreed
to contribute a proportional share of the cost to be included in the project. To
adapt the tool for the Comox Valley, the Partnership would need to be provided
with a map of water service areas and have a local plant professional
review/modify an existing list of over 400 water efficient plants to ensure their
appropriateness in the Comox Valley region.

This inexpensive, user-friendly tool would help residents of the Comox Valley
decrease their seasonal outdoor water use, bring down peak water consumption
during the summer months and decrease the overall per capita water
consumption in the Comox Valley.
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